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ABTRACT

The main objective of this action research was to solve the problem of
students’ poor memorization of the taught vocabulary by utilizing mind maps. The
researcher then evaluated the effectiveness of using mind mapping technique to
enhance students' vocabulary retention and explored the student’s attitude toward the
teaching and learning vocabulary with this technique. Based on the aims, forty grade-
11-students studying English in class 11A9 at Hiep Hoa High school number one
took part in the study. Pre-tests, post-tests, questionnaires and interviews were chosen
to be the data collection instruments to find out the effects of mind mapping technique
on students’ memory in vocabulary learning after the intervention. The researcher as
the teacher wanted to apply mind mapping technique to increase students’ potentials
in retaining the taught vocabulary. In this study, the reseacher adopted Nunan’s action
research procedure. The procedure included 7 steps namely initiation, preliminary
investigation, hypotheses, intervention, evaluation, dissemination and follow-up. The
results from the pre-tests and post-tests were used to discover the effects of mind
mapping technique on students’ vocabulary mastery. The mean scores were
determined to compare the differences between the pre-test and post-test. Paired
sample t-test was used to verify the statistical difference of the findings and measure
students’s long-term retention of the words taught during the intervention. The results
from the questionnaires and interviews were used to help the researcher to clarify the
students’ attitude towards mind mapping technique in vocabulary learning. It was
shown through the statistic data that there was a remarkable improvement in students’
vocabulary learning after the intervention and most of the students had positive
attitudes, righteous perception and good behaviour towards the techniques in
vocabulary learning. It was concluded that using mind mapping technique is one of
the good ways to enhance students' vocabulary retention and it exerts students'

postitive attitudes in vocabulary learning.
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